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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as provided below. 

1 (currently amended). A spring fastener comprising: a first side and a second side 
opposite the first side, the first side connected to the second side thereby forming a U-shaped 
structure having a oavity between the first oido and tho oooond side , 

a bottom portion wherein the first side and the second side are connected, and a top 
portion, tho first side comprising firat barbs having firot front ondo, and 

a first engagement spring , the first engag e m e nt s pring connected to the first side in the 
vicinity of the bottom portion, the second side comprising second barbs having second front 
ends, and 

a second engagement spring , tho sooond ongagomont spring connected to the second side 
in the vicinity of the bottom portion, 

each of the first and second engagement springs having a froo end in tho vicinity of tho 

top portion, ©ach spring alr.o comprising a peak and an a r.ubr.tantially flat engagement region 

with a hindrance portion between the free end and the peak in the vicinity of the peak, the 
hindrance portion comprising one to three ripples, each ripple having the form of a depression on 
said hindrance portion, the depression having a deepest part, a Iront side, a back side and a 
width, and the hindrance portion having a surface, wherein the depth of each ripple is the 
distance between the surface of the hindrance portion and the deepest part of the respective 
ripple , said ripplo provider * inoroaflod romoval foroo, whon tho fontonor in pullod by an oxtonm'on 
of a firot part engaged to tho firot and oooond barbo, after tho faotonor hao boon inoortod into a - olot 
of a oooond part, tho slot hwing - a slot width and odgoo on which odgoo a ripplo of tho hindranoo 
portion is engaged thoroby providing tho ongagomont rogion is engaged, tho increased romoval 
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force, boing duo to tho hindrnnoo portion, and whoroin the fastonor oan bo OKtractod whon pullod 
by th e e xtonsion without damag e to said fast e n e r . , 

2 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1 1, wherein the depth of the ripple is 
smaller than 0.2 mm. 

3 (currently amended). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1, wherein the 
hindrance portion comprises ripples, each ripple has the form of a depression, the depression 
having a deepest part, a front side, a back side and a width, and the hindrance portion has a 
surface, comprises not more than three ripples , and whoroin tho depth of oaoh ripplo io tho 
distanc e b e tw ee n the surface of the hindranc e portion and th e deepest part of tho respectiv e 
ripple. 

4 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1 1 fastener has been 

made of a material having a thickness, and wherein the depth of the ripple is smaller than said 

thickness. 

5 (currently amended). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1 1 [[1]], wherein the 
hindrance portion comprises only one ripple. 

6 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1 1, wherein the ripple 
width is larger than the depth of the ripple. 
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7 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1, wherein the ripple width is at least 
twice the size of the depth of the ripple. 

8 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 6, wherein the ripple width is in the 
range of 0.1 to 0.5 mm and the ripple depth is in the range of 0.01 to 0.1 mm. 

9 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1, wherein the back side has a slope 

in th« ranga of 15 to 30 degrade with regard to th« general plane of the hindrance portion. 

10 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1, wherein the front side has a 
higher slope than the back side. 

1 1 (previously presented). A spring fastener comprising a first side and a second side 
opposite the first, side, the first side connected to the second side thereby forming a U-shaped 
structure having a cavity between the first side and the second side, a bottom portion wherein the 
first side and the second side are connected, and a top portion, the first side comprising first 
barbs having first front ends, and a first engagement -spring, the first-engagement-spring 
connected to the first side in the vicinity of the bottom portion, the second side comprising 
second barbs having second front ends, and a second engagement spring, the second engagement 
spring connected to the second side in the vicinity of the bottom portion, each of the first and 
second engagement springs having a free end in the vicinity of the top portion, each spring also 
comprising a peak and an engagement region with a hindrance portion between the free end and 
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dcpi essiun having a deepest part, a back side substantially lacking a front side, and a width, the; 
hindrance portion further having a surface^ wherein the depth of the ripple is the .distance 
between the surface of the hindrance portion and the deepest part of the ripple, said ripple 

piuvidhig iiuacasciJ icniuval fuiwc, when the fa&tcnci is pulled by an CAtensiv/n uf a fiist pail 

engaged to tho first and second barbs, after the fastener has been inserted into a slot of a second 
part, the slot having a slot width and edges on which edges the engagement region is engaged, 
the increased removal force being due to the hindrance portion, and wherein the fastener can be 
extracted when pulled by the extension without damage to said fastener. 

17 (original) A spring fastener as rietineri in claim I I. wherein the hack side has the 
form of a curvature with a gradually decreasing slope. 

13 (original). A spring fastener as defined in claim 12, wherein the gradually decreasing 
slope has the shape of an arc in the range of 50-70 degrees with a radius in the range of 0.03 - 
0.05 mm. 

14 (currently amended). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1, wherein the barbs 
are selected from a group consisting essentially of: 

first barbs being outer barbs and second barbs being inner barbs; 

first barbs b e ing outside outer bai-bs and s e cond barbs being insid e out e r barbs; and 
first, barbs being inner barbs and second barbs being inner barbs. 
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15 (currently amended). 



A spring fastener as defined in claim 3, wherein the barbs 



are selected from a group consisting essentially of: 

first barbs being outer barbs and second barbs being inner barbs; 

first barbs boing outride outer barbs and sooond barbs boing inside outer barbo; and 

first barbs being inner barbs and second barbs being inner barbs. 

16 (original). A spring fastener as defined in claim 11, wherein the barbs are selected 
from a group consisting essentially of : 

first barbs being outer barbs and second barbs being inner barbs; 

first barbs being outside outer barbs and second barbs being inside outer barbs; and 

first barbs being inner barbs and second barbs being inner barbs. 

17 (original). A spring fastener as defined in claim 12, wherein the barbs are selected 
from a. group consisting essentially of: 

first barbs being outer barbs and second barbs being inner barbs; 

first, barbs being outside outer barbs and second barbs being inside outer barbs; and 

first barbs being inner barbs and second barbs being inner barbs. 

18 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 14, wherein at least one barb 
is cut from its respective side, flexible, and bent at its respective front end. 

19 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 15, wherein at least one barb 
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30 (original). A. opring faotonor ao dofinod in olaim 1£, wlioroin at loaot ono barb io o\»t 

from ito ronpootivo nido, floxihlo, and bont at ha ronpootivo front ond. 

21 (original). A spring fastener as defined in claim 17, wherein at least one barb is cut 
from its respective side, flexible, and bent at its respective front end. 

22 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 14, wherein the material from 

which tho opring faotonor wao mado from hao a thioknooa, and tho front ondo of tho outsido outor 

barbs are at a distance from the second side smaller than the thickness of said material. 

23 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 17, wherein the 
material from which the spring fastener was made from has a thickness, and the front ends of the 
outside outer barbs are at a distance from the second side smaller than the thickness of said 
material. 

24 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 21, wherein the 

mrttftrinl from wbicib the* spring -fopf^n^r wac m.iHft from hae. a tmVlrnftfifi, and tbei front «nHp. of thft 
outside-outer barbs are at a distance from the second side smaller than the tliiekncss of said 
material. 
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25 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 11, wherein the 
fastener has a width in the vicinity of the top portion of the fastener which is at least 60% as wide 
as the slot width. 

?.f» (reinstated) A spring fastener as defined in elaim 1^ wherein the engagement 

region is at least partially wider than the rest of the engagement spring. 

27 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 3, wherein the engagement 
region is at least partially wider than the rest of the engagemenLspring. 

28 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 11, wherein the 
engagement region is at least partially wider than the rest of the engagement spring. 

29 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 12, wherein the 
engagement region ic at least partially wider than the rest of the engagement spring. 

30 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1 1, further comprising 
additional lower barhs pointing inwardly and originating from the vicinity of the bottom portions 
of the first side and the second side of the fastener. 

31 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 11, wherein each side 
of the spring fastener has only one upper harh and one lower barb, the upper barb of one side 
facing the lower barb of the other side and vice versa. 
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32 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 11, further comprising 
a relief opening in the vicinity of the hottom of the spring fastener. 

33 (tux i cully amended). Ail assembly uf a fiisl pait, the fust pait eumpiisiiig ail 
extension and a spring fastener, the spring fastener comprising a first side and a second side, 
oppocite the fLrct cide, the firct Gide connected to the cecond cide thereby forming a U shaped 
structure having a cavity between the first sid e and th e second side, in which cavity th e rih of th e 
first part is dispogod, 

a bottom portion wherein the first side and the second side are connected, and a top 
portion, the first side oomprioing first barbs having firot front ondo, and 

a first engagement sprin g, the first engagement 3p r ing connected to the first side in the 
vicinity of the bottom portion, the second side .comprising second barbs, the_ftrst and second 
barbs engaging the extension of the first part, second front ends, and 

a second engagement spring , the sooond engagement spring connected to the second side 
in the vicinity of the bottom portion, each of the first and second engagement springs having a 
frp:ft p.nrl in thf* vicinity nfthft top pnrtinn^ 

c\nrh spring nlsn nnmprising n pr-Jik nnrl n snhstnntinlly flnt ongng^m^nt region with n 

hindrance portion b e tw ee n th e fr ee e nd and the peak in th e vicinity of the p e ak, the hindrance 
portion comprising one to three ripples, each ripple having the form of a depression on said 
hindrance portion, the depression having a deepest part, a front side, a back side and a width, 
and the hindrance portion having a surface, wherein the depth of each ripple is the distance 
between the surface ol the hindrance portion and the deepest part ol the respective ripple, sa*4 
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ripplo providoa increased removal force, when the fastener is pulled by an extension of a first 
part engaged to the first and sooond barbs, aftor the fastonor has boon insortod into a slot of a 

nooond pnrt, tho nlot. having a slot, width and odgon on which odgon a ripplo of* tho hindrance 

portion is engaged thoroby providing, tho inoroaaod removal foroo, and whoroin the fastonor oan 
b e extract e d wh e n pull e d by the extension without damag e to said fastener . 

34 (reinstated). An assembly as defined in claim 38, wherein the depth of the 
ripple is smaller than 0.2 mm. 

35 (wunciit1> amended). An assembly a?> defined in daim 33, wliciein the f lindi aiiUG 
portion comprises ripples, each ripple has the form of a depressio n, tho depression having a 
deepest part, a front sid e , a back sid e and a width, and th e hindrance portion has a surfac e , 
oomprisos not moro than throo ripples, and whoroin Tho depth or" each ripplo is tho distance 
between tho surface of tho hindranoo portion and tho doopost port of tho respective ripplo . 

36 (reinstated). An assembly as defined in claim 33, wherein the hindrance portion 
comprises only one ripple. 

37 (reinstated). An assembly as defined in claim 36, wherein the back side has a 
slope in the range of 15 to 30 degrees with regard to the general plane of the hindrance portion. 

38 (previously presented). An assembly of a first part, the first part comprising an 
extension and a spring fastener, the spring fastener comprising a first side and a second side 
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opposite the first side, the first side connected to the second side thereby forming a U-shaped 
structure having a cavity between the first side and the second side, in which cavity the rib of the 
fust part is disposed, a bottom portion wherein the first side and the second side arc connected, 
and a top portion, the first side comprising first barbs having first front ends, and a first 
engagement spring, the first engagement spring connected to the first side in the vicinity of the 
bottom portion, the second side comprising second barbs, the first and second barbs engaging the 
extension of the first part, second front ends, and a second engagement spring, the second 
engagement spring connected to the second side in the vicinity of the bottom portion, each of the 

first and second engagement springs having a free end in the vicinity of the top portion, each 
spring also comprising a peak and an engagement region with a hindrance portion between the 

free end and the peak, the hindrance portion comprising only one ripple having the form of a 

depitfttttiou, Llitr dcpie^hnjn li^vmy jl Ucepctl p^i l 7 a. back tiUc, feLiOuUMiUally luvKmg 'Jl liont tide, 

and a width, the hindrance portion further having a surface, wherein the depth of each ripple is 
the distance between the surface of the hindrance portion and the deepest part of the respective 
ripple, said ripple provides increased removal force, when the fastener is pulled by an extension 
of a first part engaged to the first and second barbs, after the fastener has been inserted into a slot 

of a second part, the slot having a slot width and edges on which edges the engagement region is 
engaged, the increased removal force heing due to the hindrance portion, and wherein the 
fastener can be extracted when pulled by the extension without damage to said fastener. 

39 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 38, wherein the back side 
has the form of a curvature with a gradually decreasing slope. 
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40 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 39, wherein the gradually 
decreasing slope has the shape of an arc in the range of 50-70 degrees with a radius in the range 
of 0.03 -0.05 mm. 

41 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 39, wherein the barbs are 
selected from a group consisting essentially of : 

first barbs being outer barbs and second barbs being inner barbs; 

first barbs being outside outer barbs and second barbs being inside outer barbs; and 

first barbs being inner barbs and second barbs being inner barbs. 

42 (picviuusly picseiilcd). An assembly as defined in claim 38, wheiein at leasl one 
barb is cut from its respective side, is flexible, and is bent at its respective front end. 

43 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 39, wherein at least one 
barb is cut from its respective side, is flexible, and is bent at its respective front end. 

44 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 41, wherein the material 
from which the spring fastener was made from has a tliickness, the barbs have front points, and 
the front points of the outside outer barbs arc at a distance from the second side smaller than the 
thickness of said material. 

45 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 38, wherein the 
engagement region is at least partially wider than the rest of the engagement spring. 
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46 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 39, wherein the 

engagement region is at least partially wider than the rest of the engagement spring. 

47 (currently amended). An assembly of a second part, the second part having a slot, 
and a spring fastener, the spring fastener inserted into the slot, the spring fastener comprising a 
first side and a second side opposite the first side, the first side connected to the second side 
thereby forming a U-shaped structure having a oavity between tho first aide and the oooond oido, 
in which oavity the rib of tho first part io dioposod, 

a bottom portion wherein the first side and the second side are connected, and a top 
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ripple , said ripplo provides increased removal foroo, when the fastonor ia pullod by an o?ctension 
of a fir s t part e ngaged to th e fir s t and s e cond barbs, aft e r th e fastener has been inserted into a slot 
of a aooond part, the slot having a slot width and edges on wliioh odgos a ripplo of the hindrance 
portion is e ngag e d th e r e by providing, the increased removal forc e , and wh e rein the fastener can 
bo extracted when pullod by the extension without damage to said fastener . 

48 (reinstated). An assembly as defined in claim 52, wherein the depth of the 
ripple is smaller than 0.2 mm. 

49 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 47, wherein the hindrance 
portion comprises ripples, each ripple has the form of a depression , the depression having a 
deepest part, a front sido, a baok sido and a width, and the hindranoo portion has a surfaoo, 
oomprisos not moro than threo ripples, and whorein the depth of oaoh ripplo is the diotanoo 
b e tw ee n th e s urface of th e hindranc e portion and the deepest part of th e r e spective rippl e. 

50 (reinstated). An assembly as defined in claim 47, wherein the hindrance portion 
comprises only one ripple. 

51 (reinstated). An assembly as defined in claim 50. wherein the back side has a 
slope in the range of 15 to 30 degrees with regard to the general plane of the hindrance portion. 

52 (previously presented). An assembly of a second pail, the second part having; a slot, 

and a spring fastener, the spring fastener inserted into the slot, the spring fastener comprising a 
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first side and a second side opposite the first side, the first side connected to the second side 
thereby forming a. U-shaped sLruclure having a cavity between the first side and the second side, 
in which cavity the rib of the firot part io diopoood, a bottom portion wherein tho firat oido and the 
second side are connected, and a top portion, the first side comprising first barbs having first 
front ends, and a first engagement spring, the first engagement spring connected to the first side 
in the vicinity of the bottom portion, the second side comprising second barbs having second 
front ends, and a second engagement spring, the second engagement spring connected to the 
second side in the vicinity of the bottom portion, each of the first and second engagement 
springs having a free end in the vicinity of the top portion, each spring also comprising a peak 
and an engagement region with a hindrance portion between the free end and the peak, the 

hinHrflnr.p portion comprising only onft ripple; having the. form of a depression, the depression 

having a deepest part, a back side, substantially lacking a front side, and a width, the hindrance 
portion further having a surface, wherein the depth of each ripple is the distance between the 
surface of the hindrance portion and the deepest part of the respective ripple, said ripple provides 
increased removal force, when the fastener is pulled by an extension of a first part engaged to the 
first and second harhs^ after the fastener has been inserted into a slot of a second part, the slot 
having a slot width and edges on which edges the engagement region is engaged, the increased 
removal force being due to the hindrance portion, and wherein the fastener can be extracted 
when pulled by the extension without damage to said fastener. 

53 (picviuuaty picaciitcd). Ail aaa&mbl^ cls defined in ul<iim 52, whcioui the back aide 

has the form of a curvature with a gradually decreasing slope. 
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54 (previously presented) An assembly as defined in claim 53, wherein the gradually 
decreasing slope has the shape of an arc in the range of 50-70 degrees with a radius in the range 
of 0.03 -0.05 mm. 

55 (previously presented) An assembly as defined in r.laim wherein tbe barbs are 
selected from a group consisting essentially of : 

first barbs being outer barbs and second barbs being inner barbs; 

first barbs being outside outer barbs and second barbs being inside outer barbs^-and 
first barbs being inner barbs and second barbs being inner barbs. 

56 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 53, wherein at least one 
barb is cut from its respective side, is flexible, and is bent at its respective front end. 

57 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 53, wherein at least one 
barb is cut from its respective side, is flexible, and is bent at its respective front end. 

58 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 55, wherein the material 
from which the spring fastener was made from has a thickness, the barbs have front points, and 

tho front pointo of tho ovitoido outer barbo aro at a diotanoo from tho oooond aide omallcr than the 
thickness of said material. 

59 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 52, wherein the 
engagement region is at least partially wider than the rest of the engagement spring. 
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60 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 53, wherein the 
engagement region is at least partially wider than the rest of the engagement spring. 

ft) (currently amended) A vehicle comprising an assembly of a first part, the first 

part comprising an extension, and a second part, the second part having a slot, the first part and 

the second part connected with a spring fastener, the spring fastener inserted into the slot, the 
spring fastener comprising a first side and a second side opposite the first side, the first side 
connected to the second side thereby forming a U-shaped structure having a oavity botwoon tho 

first side and tho second aido , in which cavity tho oxtonoion of tho first part is disposed , a bottom 
portion wherein the first side and the second side are connected, and a top portion, th e firot oid e 
comprising first barbs having first front e nd s , and 

a first engagement sprin g, tho first engagement opring connected to the lirst side in the 
vicinity of the bottom portion, the second side comprising second barbs, the first and second 
barbs engaging the extension of the first part, second front ends, and 

a second engagement spring , tho sooond engagement spring connected to the second side 
in the vicinity of the bottom portion, 

each of the first and second engagement springs having a froo ond in tho vicinity of the 
top portion, oaoh opring also comprising a ponk and an a substantially flat engagement, region 
with a hindrance portion between the free end and the peak in the vicinity of the peak, the 
hindrance portion comprising one to three ripples, each ripple having the form of a depression on 
said hindrance portion, the depression having a deepest part, a front side, a back side and a 
width, and the hindrance portion having a surface, wherein the depth of each ripple is the 
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distance between the surface of the hindrance portion and the deepest part of the respective 
ripple, said ripple provides increased removal force, when the fastener is pulled by an extension 
of a fir s t part e ngaged to th e first and s e cond barbs, aft e r th e fastener has been inficrtcd into a nlot 
of a 3ocond part, the 3lot having a slot width and edges on which edges a ripple of tho hindrance 
portion is engaged th e reby providing th e increas e d removal force, and whoroin the fastener can 
he Qxtrn.ct.od whan pulled by the extension without, damage to snid fnfltonor . 

62 (reinstated). A vehicle as defined in claim 66, wherein the depth of the ripple is 
smaller than 0.2 mm. 

63 (currently amended). A vehicle as defined in claim 61, wherein the hindrance 
portion comprises ripples, each rippl e has th e form of a depr es sion, the d e pr es sion having a 
doopost part, a front side, a baolc oido and a width, and tho hindrance portion has a surface, 
comprises not more than three ripples, and wherein the depth of each ripple is the distance 
between the surface of the hindrance portion and the deepest part of the respective ripple. 

64 (currently amended). A vehicle as defined in claim 61, wherein the hindrance 
portion comprises only one ripple. 

65 (reinstated). A vehicle as defined in claim 64, wherein the back side has a slope 
in the range of 1 5 to 30 degrees with regard to the general plane of the hindrance portion. 
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66 (previously presented). A vehicle comprising an assembly of a first part, the first 
part comprising an extension, and a second part, the second part having a slot, the tirst part and 
the second part connected with a spring fastener, the spring fastener comprising a first side and a 
second side opposite Hie first side, the first side connected to the second side thereby forming a 
U-shaped structure having a cavity between the first side and the second side, a bottom portion 

whoroJn tlia fitvft nido and tlio naoo«d nido aro ootinootod, and a, tof> poftioti, tlio f5t»nt nido 

comprising first barbs having first front ends, and a first engagement spring, the first 
engagement spring connected to the first side in the vicinity of the bottom portion, the second 
side comprising second barbs having second front ends, and a second engagement spring, the 

second engagement 3pring connected to the second side in the vicinity of the bottom portion, 

each of the first and second engagement springs having a free end in the vicinity of the top 
portion, each spring also comprising a peak and an engagement region with a hindrance portion 
between the free end and the peak, the hindrance portion comprising only one ripple having the 
form of a depression, the depression having a deepest part, a back side substantially lacking a 
front side, and a width, the hindrance portion further having a surface, wherein the depth of the 

ripple ia the distance between the surface of the hindrance portion and the deepest part of the 

ripple, said ripple providing increased removal force, when the fastener is pulled by an extension 
of a first part engaged to the first and second barbs, after the fastener has been inserted into a slot 
of a second part, the slot having a slot width and edges on which edges the engagement region is 
engaged, the increased removal force being due to the hindrance portion, and wherein the 
fastener can be extracted when pulled by the extension without damage to said fastener. 
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67 (previously presented). A vehicle as defined in claim 66, wherein the back side has 
the form of a curvature with a gradually decreasing slope. 

68 (previously presented). A vehicle as defined in claim 67, wherein the gradually 
decreasing slope has the shape of an arc in the range of 50-70 degrees with a radius in the range 
of 0.03 -0.05 mm. 

69 (previously presented). A vehicle as defined in claim 67, wherein the barbs arc 
selected from a group consisting essentially of : 

Hist boibs being uulci boibs mid scuund baibs being imici bmbs, 

first barbe being outeide outer barbe and second barbs being inside outer barbs; and 

first barbs being inner barbs and second barbs being inner barbs. 

70 (previously presented). A vehicle as defined in claim 67, wherein at least one barb 
is cut from its respective side, is flexible, and is bent at its respective front end. 

71 (picviuusly pi eseiilcd). A vehicle as defined ill claim 67, wlicieiii at least une baib 
is cut from its respective side, is flexible, and is bent at its respective front end. 

72 (previously presented). A vehicle as defined in claim 69, wherein the material from 

whirh thp cprinQ favff*nf*r ur^e made frnm has a thirkn/^cs, ihf* harhc havp front pnintc, -and thp 

front points of the outside outer barbs are at a distance from the second side smaller than the 
thickness of said material. 
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73 (reinstated). A vehicle as defined in claim 66, wherein the engagement region is 
at least partially wider than the rest of the engagement spring. 

74 (previously presented). A vehicle as defined in claim 67, wherein the engagement 
region is at least partially wider than the rest of the engagement spring. 

75 (currently Amended). A spring fastener comprising a first side and a second side 
oppooito the firot oido, tho firert oido connected to tho oocond oido thereby forming a U ohaped 
structure having a cavity between the fir3t 3idc and the 3ceond side, 

a bottom portion wherein the first side and the second side are connected, and a top 
portion, tho first side comprioing firot barbs having first front ondo, and 

a first engagement sprin g, tho firot ongagomont opring connected to the first side in the 
vicinity of the bottom portion, the second side comprising second barbs second front ends, and 

a second engagement spring , tho second ongagomont spring connected to the second side 
in the vicinity of the bottom portion, 

each of the first and second engagement springs having a froo ond in tho vicinity of tho 
top portion, each sp r ing also comprioing — a peak and an engagement region with a hindrance 

portion between the free end, and the peak, the hindrance portion comprising one structure 
selected from ripple, side rib, upward solid bent extension parallel to the peak and the free end, 
knurled region, each having a depth, and a combination thereof, and providing incr e ased removal 
force, when the fastener is pull e d by an e xt e nsion of a first part engag e d to tho fir s t and s e cond 
barbs, after tho faotonor has boon inserted into a slot of a second part, tho slot having a slot width 
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and odgcg on which odgos tho engagement region is engaged, the increased romoval foroo boing 
duo to tho hindrance portion, and wherein tho fastener can bo extracted when pulled by the 
oxtonsion without damage to said fastener . 

76 (currently amended) A vehicle comprising parts connected with a spring 
fastener, the spring fastener comprising a first side and a second side opposite the first side, the 
first side connected to the second side thereby forming a U-shaped structure having a cavity 
botwoon tho first aide and tho second aide , 

a bottom portion wherein the first side and the second side are connected, and a top 
portion, the first, nid e comprising first, harhs having first front ends, and 

a first engagement sprin g, tho first e ngagem e nt spring connected to the first side in the 
vicinity of the bottom portion, the second side comprising second harhs second front ends, and 

a second engagement spring , tho second engagement spring connected to the second side 
in the vicinity of the bottom portion, 

each of the first and second engagement springs having a froo ond in tho vicinity of tho 
top portion, oaoh spring also oomprising a poalc and an engagement region with a hindrance 
portion between the free end, and the peak, the hindrance portion comprising one structure 

ow>lwi/tw\l fi KJiii iij/plw, oiklw uly, upvvtutl owlitl Is will w/tlwiiaivsn £stu<*llwl tw tliw |j^tilv ctiivJ lliw fi wutl, 

knurled region, each having a depth, and a combination thereo f, and providing increased removal 
foroo, whon tho fastonor is pulled by an oxtonsion of a first part ongagod to tho first and oooond 
barbs, aftor tho fastonor has boon inserted into a slot of a sooond part, tho slot having a slot width 
and edges on whioh odgos tho ongagomont rogion is ongagod, tho increased removal foroo boing 
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duo to tho hindrnnoo portion, nnd whoroin tho fngtonor cum bo extracted whon pulled by tho 
oxtension without damage to said fast e n e r . 

77 (currently amondod). A 3pring fastonor as defined in claim 1, further comprising 
a molded elastic body at least und e r the top portion ef said spring fastener. 

78 (currently amended). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1, further comprising 
an clastic body in the form of a gasket extending away from the cavity in the vicinity of the top 
portion , th e gasket comprising a lip . 

79 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1 1, further comprising 
a molded elastic body at least under the top portion of said spring fastener. 

80 (previously presented). A spring .fastgner as defined in claim 1 1. further comprising 
an elastic body in the form of a gasket extending away from the cavity in the vicinity of the top 
portion, the gasket comprising a lip 

81 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 12, further comprising 

a molded elastic body at least under the top portion of said spring fastener. 

82 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1 2, further comprising 
an elastic body in the form of a gasket extending away from the cavity in the vicinity of the top 
portion, the gasket comprising a lip. 
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83 (reinstated). An assembly as defined in claim 33, further comprising a molded 
elastic body at least under the top portion of the spring fastener. 

84 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 33, further comprising an 
elastic body in the form of a gasket extending away from the cavity in the vicinity of the top 
portion, the gasket comprising a lip. 

85 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 38, further comprising a 
molded elastic body at least under the top portion of the spring fastener. 

86 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 38, further comprising 
an clastic body in the form of a gaskel extending away from the cavity in the vieinily of the top 
portion, the gasket comprising a lip. 

87 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 39, further comprising a 
molded elastic body at least under the top portion of the spring fastener 

88 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 39, further comprising 
an elastic body in the form of a gasket extending away from the cavity in the vicinity of the top 
portion, the gasket comprising a lip. 
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89 (reinstated). An assembly as defined in claim 47, further comprising a molded 
elastic body at least under the top portion of the spring fastener. 

90 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 47, further comprising an 
elastic body in the form of a gasket extending away from the cavity in the vicinity of the top 
portion, the gasket comprising a lip. 

91 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 52, further comprising a 
moldod elastic body at loaot under tho top portion of tho opring faotonor. 

92 (picviuuttly pic.scntcd). A spring fastener at> defined in ulaiin 52, fuitlici Lompi irsiiig 
an elastic body in the form of a gasket extending away from the cavity in the vicinity of the top 
portion, the gasket comprising a lip. 

93 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 53, further comprising a 

molded clastic; budy at least uiidci the tup puitiun uf the spiiiig fastcnci. 

94 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 53, further comprising 

uii uluutiu body in thu XVmhi ol* u ^uukul oxluiidiii^ tisvixy from tlio uuvity in Uiw viuitiily of thu top 

portion, the gasket comprising a lip. 

95 (reinstated). A vehicle as defined in claim 61, further comprising a molded 
elastic body at least under the top portion of the spring fastener. 
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96 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 61, further comprising an 
elastic body in the form of a gasket, extending away from the cavity in the vicinity of the top 
portion, the gasket comprising a lip. 

97 (previously presented). A vehicle as defined in claim 66, further comprising a 
molded elastic body at least under the top portion of the spring fastener. 

98 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 66, further comprising 
an clastic body in the form of a gasket extending away from the cavity in the vicinity of the top 
portion, the gasket comprising a lip. 

99 (previously presented). A vehicle as defined in claim 67, further comprising a 
molded elastic body at least under the top portion of the spring fastener. 

100 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 67, further comprising 
an elastic body in the form of a gasket extending away from the cavity in the vicinity of the top 
portion, the gasket comprising a lip. 



Application No.: 10/692,828 26 
Docket No.: TE9A 

PACE 2B/32 " RCVD AT 0/22/2006 3:12:20 AM {Eastern Daylight Time] - SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/19 ■ DNIS:2738300 - CSID:Fax " DURATION (mm-ss):12-40 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 



Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 



Ul BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ llEFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 



IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 





OTHER: 



